
Researchers and scholars from different walks of India’s 
academic life are expected to take part and attend 
the seminar. Sri T. P. Srinivasan, India’s former UN 
Representative, Dr. Sila Tripati, Principal Scientific 
Officer, National Institute of Ocean Technology, Goa, 

Vice Admiral M. P. Muralidharan (Former Director 
General, Coast Guard of India), Dr. Kaumar Ratnam 

(Member Secretary, ICHR), Dr. Veenu Pant (Professor 
of History, Sikkim University), Dr. B. Lavanya (Professor of 

History, Osmania University), Dr. Uma Puroshottaman (Department 
of International Relations, CUK), Dr. Asoka Kumar (Former Head, 
Department of History, Maharajas College, Ernakulam), Dr. T. S. 
Girish Kumar (Member, ICPR), Prof. Vinaya Ramamurthy (Former 
Head, Department of History, Maharajas College, Ernakulam), Dr. C. 
I. Isaac (Member, ICHR), Dr, B. S. Harisankar (Member, Academic 
Committee, IIAS, Shimla), Dr. Dilip Katharia from M. S. University, 
Dr. Jayasimha (Mythic Society, Bangalore), Dr. L.N. Swami (Associate 
Professor of History,PRM Vijaya First Grade College, Mysuru, and a 
good number of scholars related to historical studies would congregate 
on the occasion. 
 Slated tentatively for 20 and 21 of January, 2022 with 
Thiruvananthapuram as venue, the seminar is to be sponsored 
by competent national agencies and universities. Certificates of 
attendance/participation/paper presentation, signed by authorized 
officials would be issued. Those interested to present papers may 
please send the abstracts of their papers before 20th December 2021 
to vicharakendram@gmail.com or mpajkumar@yahoo.com. 
     We earnestly welcome the scholars of History and Indian studies, 
and all those interested to associate with our seminar.
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Sardar K. M. Panikkar is one of the leading historians of 
national and international repute. He was a nationalist, but did 
not mix nationalism with historical research except in that his 
writings, thoroughly objective, at times turned inadvertently 
favourable to the cause of India. He has left behind voluminous 
literature on history covering a wide spectrum. He was an 
original thinker and writer who used primary documents for 
historical writings. Distorting history was alien to him and 
presented facts as such. Unmindful of the different attitudes of 
historical writings, he was unafraid to call the spade a spade. 
His objective approach to historical studies brought many 
areas of history into the ambit of his quill. History of Kerala, 
India as well as the world came within his range, all with equal 
depth and mastery. But that such a world-renowned historian 
is not getting the due attention is sad. 
  In fact, many were the savants and polymaths in Indian 
historical research who remain obscured from the awareness 
of India’s student community. Perhaps the modern generation 
of India’s budding historians are caught napping of the leonine 
figures with unscalable contributions to historical knowledge. 
It is high time our students are familiarized with eminent ones 
like H. C. Raychaudhuri, R. G. Bhandarkar, Nilakanta Sastri, 
R. C. Majumdar, K. V. Rangaswami Iyengar and others who 
are noted for their depth of knowledge, objective approach and 
international stature. 
   None is perhaps remaining more obscured from the modern 
syllabi on historical studies than the author of UNESCO’s 
History of Mankind, Sardar K. M. Panikkar. This genius of 
modern world along with having pioneered in the nationalist 
and administrative circles was an all-rounder in academic 
matters. A literary figure of no mean merit, Panikkar stands 
unique in many areas of historical knowledge. Panikkar’s 
writings always held aloft the culture of India when he 
dealt with numerous national and international issues. His 
contributions were to humanity at large. Though an admirer of 
the West, Panikkar did not abstain from criticizing the Western 

dominance. His work Asia and Western Dominance pioneers in 
this regard.
     Panikkar who never unnecessarily attacked the West was 
ofcourse a defender of India and its culture, defender to the extent 
that none was more concerned than him of the national security of 
India. The patriotic pursuit of Panikkar took much of his time from 
his otherwise busy administrative career to write his monumental 
work India and the Indian Ocean which he wrote to caution India 
and its navy on the strategic importance to India of her seas. 
  Panikkar’s writings range over a wide spectrum – international 
relations, oceanic studies, philosophy, ancient, medieval and 
modern Indian history, western imperialism on India and the East, 
history of Kerala, Malabar-Mysore relations, ancient India-China 
relations, history of Indian nationalism, caste and other social 
structures of India that put the ‘Hindu society at crossroads’, study 
of the seemingly different Indian schools of thoughts, analysis 
of ancient Indian society and unravelling of India’s educational 
heritage, etc. He thus left his everlasting impression on the ever-
shifting sands of historical and cultural studies. Hence the necessity 
to introduce Panikkar to the new generation of Indian students. 
   The seminar is expected to cover the whole gamut of Sardar 
Panikkar’s wide-ranging historical knowledge. It is to include the 
following areas of his study:

1. Panikkar’s encounters with the Indological secessionist schemes 
in Indian history.

2. Strategic importance of seas in Indian history.
3. India and South-East Asia
4. Proselytization, denationalization and political domination
5. Synthesis of Vedic and non-Vedic tradition – Hindu-Buddhist 

encounters.
6. Panikkar’s ideas on the fundamental unity of India.
7. Perspectives on India’s philosophy of life and art.
8. Ancient India-China cultural symbiosis.
9. Social crossroads of Indian history.
10. Separate studies on Sardar Panikkar’s works.


